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2018 Girls Winter Indoor Fast-Pitch Softball Tournament

To Benefit: 

�

Presented by:

Knight Hawk Coal, The Late Bill Mathis Sr. and Family,

and Ward Chrysler & Kia of Carbondale

             Rules & Guidelines
**All Games will be played under the rules of the IHSA.  Exceptions to the IHSA rules are 

listed below**

1)  There is to be no food or drink brought into the Southern Illinois Center.  Water will be 
provided on the field for players and coaches only.

2) Teams must have a their official roster waiver forms as well as a copy of their team insurance 
turned in and approved before their first game.  Only players listed on the official roster are 
eligible to participate in the tournament.  You can list as many players as you want on your 
official roster.  Teams must check-in with the Tournament Director(s) at least 1 hour prior to their 
first schedule game time.

3)  No protest will be allowed for any situation.  Umpire decisions are final. Any team personnel 
(including parents, families, friends) who conduct themselves with unsportsmanlike behavior (as 
determined by the umpires, and/or tournament director), subject themselves and/or their team to 
suspension.  A player or coach who has been ejected from a game is restricted to the spectator 
area unless the act is determined to be flagrant; then the player or coach must leave the building.  
If any player, coach, manager, or spectator is ejected from more than one game for disciplinary 
reasons, they will not be permitted to participate or be a spectator for the remainder of the 
tournament.

4)  Any player, coach or spectator accosting or physically threatening an umpire will be removed 
from the game and further action will be decided and taken by the tournament director.  This 
penalty may include expulsion of the player, coach and/or team without refund of the tournament 
entry fee.  
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5)  There will be NO more than 5 minutes between games.  All teams are to be warmed-up, in 
their dugouts and ready to play at the scheduled game time or when the umpire declares “Play 
Ball”.  Teams should be prepared to play (45) minutes before your scheduled game time; if 
games are running earlier, teams will be notified and given an approximate game time on when 
to be ready.  Only players for the next upcoming game are allowed to warm-up behind the 
outfield fence with the following exception:  A team or teams playing a game may have a pitcher 
and catcher warming up in this area. Please no throwing ball at the wall in the warm-up area.                                                                            

6)  The Home Team shall be decided by a coin toss (except the 1st Championship Game in each 
age bracket).  The Home Team is responsible for the official scorebook during the game.  Scores 
shall be reported to the Tournament Director(s) and posted on site.  Ensure accuracy of the 
scores before they are turned in and posted.
                                                                                                                                        
7)  First round games will have a 1 hour time limit and will be stopped after exactly 1 hour of 
play, no matter where you are at in the game.  All other games will have a 1 hour and 5 minute 
time limit and will be played through the bottom of the current inning or 7 innings.  
Championship games will be played 7 innings or 1 hour and 30 minutes, whichever comes first.  
All games shall complete the inning they are in but shall not start a new inning after time expires.  
Game time will start after the first warm-up pitch and will be kept on an official time clock.  A 
‘new inning’ begins when the final out of the previous inning is made.  Pitcher is allowed only 
one warm up pitch between innings.

8)  If a team is not present at game time, they will forfeit that game.  Only the Tournament 
Director has the authority to forfeit a game.  A forfeit will be scored 7-0.                                     

9)  Mercy rule is set at 10 runs after 3 complete innings, 8 runs after 4 complete innings, and 6 
runs after 5 complete innings.  

10)  Infielders and outfielders are not allowed to take a ball out for warm-up.  Only one warm-up 
pitch allowed between innings.

11)  No alcohol or tobacco products will be allowed in the building.

12)  The International Tie Breaker Rule will be applied during bracket play and the 
championship game if the score is tied after the time limit is up or after 7 complete innings have 
been played.  The Last Batter will be the runner on 2nd Base.  For Example, if the number 5 hitter 
is at the plate, the number 4 hitter will be the runner.  

13)  Teams may use courtesy runners for pitchers and catchers. In all cases, the courtesy runner 
will be the most recent out unless it is the pitcher or  catcher, in which case you go back to the 
out prior to that one.

14)  The umpires will enforce the one-minute rule.  Have your player changes ready ASAP.

15)  Please try to have the girls slide on all close plays; this will prevent injuries.  The discretion 
of the umpire will be used on all plays.
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16)  Must have 8 players to start a game, and 7 players to finish.  There will be an automatic out 
recorded for all vacant batting positions if a team is playing with less than 9 players.  With no 
outs or one out, there will be automatic outs when a team is playing with 7 or 8 players.  With 
two outs only, the defense may not intentionally or unintentionally walk or hit the batter to get 
the automatic out(s).  If the batter is walked or hit by a pitch, the vacant spot(s) in the batting 
order are skipped, the automatic out is waived, and the next batter will be the player whose name 
follows the vacant spot(s).

17)  A player who coaches 1st or 3rd base must wear a helmet.

18)  Players are allowed to use the on-deck circle (on either side of batter) only 1 player on-deck 
at a time.

19)  A ball that hits any part of the ceiling will be played where it lands no matter where it hits 
the ceiling.  Any Ball that hits the wall outside the fence will be foul.  Any ball that hits a light 
will be a dead ball and be played as a re-pitch.  

20)  Any ball going through the fence in the air, getting stuck in the fence or rolling under the 
fence onto the other field is an automatic double.

21)  Pitching circles will be used.

22)  Safety base at 1st will be used.

23)  Batting full Roster is optional.

24)  Noise makers will not be allowed in building.

25)  All other rules are IHSA. 

26)  Coaches having a question about a ruling on the field by an umpire, needs to call time to 
stop the game and ask for the Field Manager.  If a decision cannot be reached by the Field 
Manager and Umpires, the umpire chief and tournament director will be called in (at the field 
Managers discretion).  If game continues, the call CANNOT be changed later.

27)  Refund Policy:  If the Tournament is cancelled due to inclement weather, each team will be 
refunded $425.  If a team withdraws after December 15th, 2016, $300 will be refunded ($125 is 
kept to help cover cost).  No refunds will be given if your team withdraws after January 1st, 
2016.

**An Event Evaluation Form will be available in your coaches packets as well as at 
tournament central.  We would appreciate that coaches, players, parents, and spectators 
take the time to fill out this form so we can improve the tournament in the future.  Forms 

can be turned in at Tournament Central at any point during the tournament**

Lets’ Have Fun, It’s for a Great Cause!!
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